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where both sections of the community commingle, and such functions
as the balls given by the Maharaja of Kuch Bahar,1 where white and Indian
meet on equal terms. But this is all beyond the mark, for the Indian
community in South Africa does not desire and has never demanded social
intercourse with the whites, believing it to be unnecessary and inadvisable,
for many reasons.

Certainly Indians are entertained at officers' messes, as witness the
case of Colonel Sir Pertab Singh, the King-Emperor's personal friend
and aide-de-camp. Certainly, also, white soldiers salute the higher ranks
of Indian officers.

The question of a bastard race, resulting from intercourse between
whites and Indians, was also brought forward, for obvious reasons, at
the meeting. It does not require to be said that anybody with the faintest
knowledge of Indian life and Indian customs would never have dreamt of
bringing forward such an argument as this, and we will not labour the
subject.

We have one word to say, however, with regard to Mr. Loveday's
contemptuous reference to Sir M. M. Bhownaggree :

The people at Home had so far forgotten themselves that they had actually
elected a black man to the British House of Parliament; they, in this country,
would never do it, they would not so far forget their colour,
said Mr. Loveday.  But what can we say to so ungentlemanly a remark?
We think that the electors who sent Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji to Parliament,
despite the gibe of the late Lord Salisbury, fairly represented the accumu-
lated statesmanship of some forty millions of British people.    We   have
but one more inaccuracy to refute.    Mr. Sampson stated that Indians
made chairs and tables in their own houses in Johannesburg, and sold
them on the open market, in competition with the goods of white manu-
facturers.   This is, bluntly, untrue. There are no Indian artisans in Johan-
nesburg working on such a scale as this. Surely, the absurdity of such a
statement is self-evident enough.

The above statement reminds us of the story of a merchant who,
one day, said to his traveller : "Get business, honestly, if you can, but
get business". A similar idea seems to have prevailed amongst the speakers
at the Potchefstroom meeting. It was as though they had said to each
other: ''Create a strong anti-Indian feeling, honestly, if you can, but
create it!"
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Cooch Behar, a small former state in north-eastern India, now merged in Assam